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Sermon on the Mount – A Christian’s Ambition: 

Not Material Security, but God’s Rule 

In the first half of Matthew chapter 6, our Lord teaches and calls us to be different from the hypocrisy of the religious (Pharisees) as it 

pertains to our private life.  We are to do these acts of righteousness (giving, praying, and fasting) in “the secret place”.  The second half of 

the chapter calls us to be different from the materialism of the irreligious (Gentiles) as we go about our public affairs in this world.  In this 

study, we will examine how the choices we make reflect our ambitions and ultimately our view of God. 

 

Read Matt 6:19-34 

A Right Treasure, Vision, and Master (v.19-24) 

1. Contrast the differences between “treasures on earth” and “treasures in heaven” as described in verses 19 -21? (Prov. 23:4-5)?   

- Treasures on earth 

o Examples 

� Material wealth (money, possessions), family, house, security, youth/appearance, fame, power, etc… 

� Anything that stops with this life and in this world 

� The thing that you are living for…the possibilities are endless 

� Applies to both rich and poor as treasures are not restricted to just money 

o Moth and rust destroy, thieves break in and steal 

� They are temporal, perishable, corruptible, they do not last 

� Does not satisfy 

� Prov. 23:4-5 

• Do not waste time to acquire wealth for it is fleeting…here today and gone tomorrow 

• Be discerning enough to desist – know when enough is enough and have the ability to stop 

- Treasures in heaven 

o Examples 

� Salvation, faith, hope, love, Christian character, evangelism, etc… 

� Temporal activities with eternal consequences 

o Moth and rust do not destroy, thieves do not break in a steal 

� Everlasting, eternal, non-corruptible 

 

2. What does it mean to store up for yourselves treasures on earth (Lk. 12:13-21) and what is wrong about this practice (Jas. 5:1-6; Lk. 

16:19-31)? 

- Lk. 12:13-21 – The Parable of the Rich Fool 

o The context of the man asking shows that his priorities are in the wrong place.  Here he stands in the midst of God and is 

concerned only about his inheritance 

o The rich man was so pre-occupied with his own needs with disregard to the needs of others 

o The rich man was pre-occupied with his own future, his security, so that he can relax, eat, drink, and be merry 

o Rebuked for not being rich towards God 

- Jas. 5:1-6 

o As in the passage in Matthew, the earthly treasures do not last 

o The rich are associated here to those who oppress their workers so that they may live in luxury and self-indulgence 

o Applies to the state of your heart.  These earthly things corrode not just the possessions, but also your heart 

o These earthly treasures will ultimately condemn you and used as evidence against you 

- Lk. 16:19-31 – The rich man and Lazarus 

o The rich man had no mercy on Lazarus as he lived in luxury while Lazarus laid at his gate 

o We see the rich man here, not necessarily oppressing Lazarus, but he show no compassion or mercy.  The 

indifference/ignorance to the need around you is also condemning 

o Earthly actions with eternal consequences 

 

3. What does it mean to store up treasures in heaven (Lk. 16:1-10) and how do we go about doing this?  (1 Tim. 6:17-19; Ps. 24:1-2; Heb. 

11:13-16) 

- Lk. 16:1-10 

o v.9 – While you are here in this world, make use of your worldly possessions in such a way that those who benefit from it 

will receive you when you arrive in glory 

� Use your possessions wisely and for eternal purposes 
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- 1 Tim. 6:17-19 

o Hope in God first and then in that hope, we are to do good, to be rich in good deeds, to be generous, and ready to share 

o It is God that provides everything and we can enjoy it 

- Ps. 24:1-2 

o Recognize that everything belongs to God 

o All that we have is from Him and belongs to him 

o We are but stewards or custodians of what God has given us 

- Heb. 11:13-16 

o Example of the men of faith who acknowledged that they were but strangers and exiles on earth 

o They were always seeking a better country that is in heaven 

o We need to recognize that we are on this earth for but a very short time and our home for eternity is in heaven 

- So how do we do these things? 

o We need to deny ourselves 

o We need to worship the creator not the created as we are very much accustomed to doing these days 

o We need to be aware of where we find our counsel 

o Living in simplicity and contentment 

o Comes back to many spiritual disciplines that we need to be practicing and in those disciplines we maintain our relationship 

with God 

 

4. In verse 22, the eye is described as the lamp to the body.  What does this relate to the condition of our heart and ultimately the 

condition of our whole body? 

o The eyes here refer to our vision.  In the physical sense, if your eyes are good, then you have light and are able to do the 

many things that you do, but if you eyes are bad, there you cannot see the light and literally live in darkness. 

o Fixing our eyes upon something reveals our the ambitions of our heart 

o good eye 

� singleness of purpose, undivided loyalty 

� the good eye is the one fixed on God 

o bad eye 

� a worldy eye that is blind to what is beautiful, bright, and precious in God 

� it sees money, possessions, and material rewards as being more desired than anything else 

� cf. Matt. 20:15 

• “do you begrudge” – literally “is your eye evil” 

• The bad eye cannot see the beauty of grace and the generosity of the master 

o “if then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness” 

� If you are not full of light and see that heavenly treasure is infinitely more precious, even the light that is in you 

(what you perceive to be light, the glitz and glam of this word) is all darkness 

� You are a slave to earthly treasures without even knowing it 

 

5. What does our choice of treasures, or what we fix our eyes upon, reveal about who our master is? (v.21,24; Matt. 19:16-24) 

o v.21 – where your treasure is, there your heart is also 

o You cannot serve both God and mammon (wealth) 

� Need to recognize that “serve” in this context is referring to a master/slave relationship.  You can only be a slave to 

but one master. 

� They are mutually exclusive.  It is EITHER OR, not BOTH AND 

� There is no compromise 

o Matt. 19:16-24 

� The rich young man was challenged to store up for himself treasures in heaven by selling his possessions and giving 

to the poor 

� Challenged to give up his devotion to the god of wealth to receive eternal treasure 

� The rich young man loved money, it was his idol 

 

Our Lord invites us to weigh the alternatives carefully.  Which treasure is the one that will last?  Which vision is the one that will be full of 

freedom and purpose?  Which master is worthy of your devotion?  When you have made the choice for heavenly treasure, for light, and for 

God, it is then our Lord Jesus says “therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life”…but seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness”.  For when we have chosen God, we shall not be anxious about the other for we have already rejected it. 

 

A Right Ambition (v.25-34) 
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6. In this passage of scripture, our Lord reasons with us that it is unnecessary to be anxious about our life.  What reasons does our 

Lord provide?  (v.25-34) 

- v. 25 – Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing 

- v.26 – Example of birds and how “your” heavenly Father feeds them 

o Does not mean that we are to sit around looking into heaven, waiting for our Father to fill up our barns 

� Gen. 3:19 – By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread 

o If God takes such great care of the birds of their through his general providence, how much more will He care for you as 

your Father 

o Yes, the birds of the air have value, but how much more value do you have as His child 

- v.27 – you cannot add a moment to your life by being anxious 

o You cannot extend your life in this world no matter how hard you try and by whatever means 

o Our time is in God’s hands….he started it and will determine its end 

- v.28-30 – Example of the lilies and grass 

o We are asked to consider the lilies, their beauty, their perfection 

o Consider the grass that is easily tossed into the fire 

o The lilies and grass are transient.  They are here today in all their beauty, but are gone tomorrow 

o You however belong to eternity….How much more will clothe you 

- v.32  - Our Father knows that we need them 

o We need not be anxious for we know that our Father in heaven knows our needs 

- v.33 – he will provide us all our needs so long as we seek first His kingdom and righteousness 

o 2 Pe. 1:3 – “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 

of him who called us to his own glory and excellence” 

- v.34 – each day has enough of its own troubles that we need not consider the troubles that are yet to come 

o Learn to trust God day by day 

o There is no need to anticipate life or worry and be anxious about the future 

o Worrying about the future will cripple what you are able to do in the present 

 

- What does Christ say is the source of our anxious thoughts? (v.30; Heb. 13:5) 

- v.30 – “O you of little faith” 

o Implies that we are faith deficient or in adequate, not devoid of it 

o We need to increase our faith in the promises of God, in who He is 

o MLJ p.398 – “the trouble with many of us Christians is that we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, but that we do not believe 

Him” 

� We believe in the Lord for our salvation, but we do not believe him when he says he will take care of our food, 

drink and clothes 

- Heb. 13:5 

o We are to keep our lives free from the love of money 

- The source of our anxiety is due to the wrong ambition in our life 

o worldly wealth, security, comfort, and pleasure 

 

7. What then are we to concern ourselves with and how does this relate to what we have studied in the Lord’s Prayer? (v.33;  

Matt.6:9-10) 

- v.33 – We are to seek first His kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you 

o That is to be our ambition 

o Are you ambitious for God, for His Kingdom, and for His righteousness 

- From the Lord’s prayer 

o we have learned that we are to be concerned first and foremost about His name, His Kingdom, and His will 

o We are to be utterly dependent on him for all of our needs 

 

Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Christ has called his followers to be different from the world around them.  Chapter six is no different 

and leaves us with one question:  Are you ambitious for God or are you ambitious for yourself?  There is no other option than these.  When 

our ambitions are genuinely for God, then “all these things will be added to you” as you first seek His kingdom and righteousness. 

What worries or anxieties keep you up at night?  What worries or anxieties distract you from what you ought to be doing?  Submit these 

areas of your life to God and “taste and see that the Lord is good” (Ps.34:8). 

What do you spend most of your free time thinking about?  Is that an indication of what you treasure?  Is that an indication of where your 

heart is? 


